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May 15, 2020 

 

 

The Hon. Nancy Pelosi     The. Hon. Kevin McCarthy 

Speaker       Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.  20515    Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Minority Leader McCarthy: 

 

On behalf of the over 8,000 members of the American Road & Transportation Builders Association, we 

support the inclusion of direct financial assistance for state highway programs in the “Health and 

Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions Act” (HEROES Act).  All modes of transportation are 

struggling from revenue losses caused by COVID-19 related travel restrictions and we appreciate this 

legislation providing the first installment of relief for those responsible for maintaining and improving 

the nation’s highway and bridge network. 

 

The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) April 6 projection of a 

30 percent loss in state transportation related revenues is starting to come to fruition.  At least 19 states 

have announced declines in revenues from transportation user fees and at least 10 states have already 

cancelled or delayed planned transportation improvement projects. 

 

As the legislative process moves forward, we will work with members of Congress from both parties to 

secure the entirety of the $49.95 billion needed to keep state highway improvement programs moving 

forward.  Direct financial relief, as has been provided to other modes of transportation, is a substantially 

more effective solution than allowing states to shift existing federal funds out of construction activities 

and into operations.   

 

ARTBA commends the House again for advancing meaningful relief to keep the nation’s transportation 

programs operational amidst the myriad of COVID-19 challenges. We will continue to work with 

members of both parties to help to resolve this current national crisis and assist in economic recovery. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dave Bauer 

President and CEO 

 


